Evaluation of the operating room as a surgical teaching venue.
Surgical educators are facing changes in residency training that have a direct impact on the opportunity that surgeons and residents have for clinical teaching and learning. The knowledge required of residents continues to escalate. Further, as resident positions are reduced, the opportunity for inter-resident education is decreased. Increased service-to-education ratios may result in resident discontent unless surgeons take an active role in the resident's educational experience. The purpose of this study was to examine the educational activities that occur during the operating-room experience. Technical training in the procedure being done was the primary educational activity, but there were long periods when no form of education was taking place. The operating room provides the teacher and learner with uninterrupted time together, and this time can and should be used for clinical teaching and learning.